There have been, up till now, seven reports on the administration of aqueous procaine penicillin, but only two of these have been on clinical trials in serious disease (Roston & Stollerman, 1949 ; Irons, 1950) . Four have concerned blood penicillin levels at stated intervals after its injection into normal or convalescing patients or into those with minor sepsis (Whittlesey & Hewitt, 1948; Stollerman et al., 1948; Cohen, 1950; Fairbrother, 1950) . In the remaining report, in which aqueous procaine penicillin was compared with other long-acting penicillin preparations in normal persons and in patients with disease, it was not made clear in which particular cases, normal or diseased, aqueous procaine penicillin was used (Young & Andrews, 1949) .
A commonly suggested dose of aqueous procaine penicillin, and one referred to in all previous reports, is 300,000 units, which has been claimed to produce a therapeutically effective blood-penicillin level for 24 hours (see Practitioner, 1950, 164:lxi Ungar (1950) on rabbits have confirmed this.
As previously stated, the only clinical trials in serious disease, so far reported, have been those by Roston and Stollerman (1949) , and by Irons (1950) (1950) has found that 400,000 units of aqueous procaine penicillin produced a blood-level of 0.03 units/ml. after 24 hours in 40 out of 40 subjects and there is general agreement that 600,000 units of aqueous procaine penicillin produces a satisfactory blood level at 24 hours after injection.
SUMMARY.
A single dose of 300,000 units of aqueous procaine penicillin has been claimed to produce an effective blood-penicillin level for 24 hours, but there is no general agreement on this point.
